
Wylde Green Primary School  

EYFS Vocabulary and Terminology Progression 

 

This document sets out our EYFS progression in vocabulary terminology. Their placement in this table 

relates to when we would expect children to understand and apply the words independently. 

Occasionally, pupils are exposed to language earlier than anticipated depending on their ability. It is 

expected that the standard key vocabulary is built upon each year while new words are taught 

through explicit teaching, work walls and the use of knowledge organisers/vocabulary mats. 

 

 

Literacy 

Key Vocabulary: EYFS 

 
author, blend, blurb, cover, decode, digraph, fairy story, fiction, fluent, grapheme, high 
frequency words, illustrator, inference, intonation, non-fiction, phoneme, poetry, prediction, 
retell, segment, sense, sentence, sequence, sound, spine, split digraph, story, suffix, title, 

traditional tale, tricky words, tri-graph, vocabulary, word. 
 

 

 



 

Maths 

Key Vocabulary: EYFS 

 

Number 
& Place 

Value 

Addition & 
Subtraction 

Multiplication 
& Division 

Measurement 
(Time) 

Measurement 
(Money) 

Measurement 
(Length, 

Mass & 
Capacity) 

Position & 
Direction 

Properties 
of Shape 

Fractions Problem 
Solving 

& 
Reasoning 

1-20 

zero 
number  

count 

on/back 
lots  

more 

few 
fewer 

compare 
sort 

order 

before 
 after  

less 
many 

most 

the 
same 

as 

add 

more 
make 

total 

altogether 
take away 

number 

line 
one more 

one less 
equals 

half 

double 
How many 

altogether? 
What is 

the total? 

How many 
are left? 

 

share 

group 
double 

halve 

 

time 

day 
week 

days of the 

weekend 
seasons 

birthday 

holiday 
morning 

afternoon 
evening 

night 

today 
yesterday 

tomorrow 
clock 

hour 

o’clock 
watch 

hands 

money 

spent 
coin 

1p 

2p 
5p 

10p 

20p 
50p 

£1 
pence 

penny 

pound 
cost 

buy 
sell 

pay 

price 
How much? 

 

length 

short 
shorter 

shortest 

long 
longer 

longest 

weigh 
weight 

balances 
light 

heavy 

empty  
full 

tall 
short 

large 

small 
thick 

thin 

position 

in 
on 

distance 

far 
after 

before 

inside 
under 

on top of 
behind 

next to 

above 
below 

top 
bottom 

side 

outside 
around 

underneath 

pattern 

shape 
pattern 

repeating 

pattern 
2-D 

shapes 

flat 
circle 

triangle 
square 

rectangle 

3-D 
shapes 

solid 
cube 

cuboid 

cone 
cylinder 

sphere 

whole 

half 
quarter 

draw 

compare 
sort 

pattern 

puzzle 
describe 

How did 

you work 
it out? 

What 
could we 

try next? 



ones 
pair 

 

early 
late 

before 

after 
next 

last 
now 

soon 

quick 
slow 

old 

new 

 
 

deep 
shallow 

ruler 

far 
near 

hands 
holds 

container 

 
 

 

front 
back 

before 

middle 
end 

up 
down 

forwards 

backwards 
across 

close 

face 
side 

corner 

curved 
straight 

round 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Science 

 



Personal Social Emotional Development 

Key Vocabulary: EYFS 

 
Emotions: happy, sad, excited, worried, jealous, embarrassed, cross, anxious, confident, fearful, 
angry, nervous, sorry 
Kind, unkind, gentle, praise, reassurance 
Share, take-turns, team, rules, problem-solve, compromise, comfort zone, boundaries, sibling 
Actions: clean, wash, brush, healthy, arrange, tidy, organise, sort, keep, find, follow, lead 
Rules: safe, safety, road safety, zebra crossing, pelican crossing, traffic lights, protective clothing, 
lost, stranger 
Hygiene: germs, sick, clean, dentist, oral hygiene 
Food, culture, experience 

 

Religious Education 

 



Physical Development 

 



 

Geography 

 



History 

 

Computing 

 



Art 

 

 

 

 

 



Design and Technology 

 

 

Music 

Key Vocabulary: EYFS 
Instrument, music, sing, song, rhyme, sounds, beat, loud, quiet, soft, repeat, slow, fast, chant, follow, 

high, low. 

 
 

 

 


